Memorial Service

For a Brother


The primary purpose of a Masonic Memorial Service is to be uplifting, encouraging and comforting to everyone listening.


It should leave in the hearts and minds of those present a positive, appreciative attitude or spirit towards Freemasonry.


We want to avoid reciting “archaic” and even sometimes “morbid statements that give the public a feeling of remorse and sadness or which contain death-related terms, emphasizing the loss of the loved one”. Some of the older services were “very lengthy and burdensome”.


It is highly preferable that the Service be read, not recited from memory. Few are qualified to recite these words with confidence and assurance, so it is better to read them with understanding, avoiding slips and prompting which make the audience and the bereaved family uncomfortable. However, if it is given from memory, the Service text shall be readily available so that the one conducting the service may refer to it without an embarrassing pause.


All Masonic participants in the Service shall wear plain white aprons, without other Masonic regalia and with white gloves optional. Frequently, the deceased Brother’s own lambskin Apron has become shabby and is not suitable for use. Therefore, a clean white Apron should be used for the service. Where the funeral home is small, only a representative number of Masonic participants should take part, being careful not to block the view of the family and other mourners.  The remaining Masons may sit in the audience. At the conclusion of the Service, they shall proceed by twos to the bier (or urn), come to the Sign of Fidelity for a brief moment of silent prayer, and then retire. Neither the bier nor the body shall be touched, nor are any words to be spoken.


A question is occasionally raised about conducting a Masonic Service for an unaffiliated or non-affiliated Brother. Despite the apparent prohibition in Section 367 of The Constitutions, exceptions are permissible and often advisable, The answer, then, is that if an unaffiliated or non-affiliated Brother’s family feels that the deceased himself thought enough of Masonry to desire a Masonic Service, and it is the family’s wish, it should not be refused. This would not be true, of course, if the Brother in later life had proven himself unworthy and the holding of a Masonic Service would reflect scandal and discredit on the Fraternity.


The Service is printed in a booklet, issued by Lodge Supplies, with a place for signatures of participating Brethren, and should be given to the widow (or closest relative).


A brief Committal Service may be used at the place of burial, if requested by the family of the bereaved. No emergent communication is necessary or permitted. Brethren may assemble at the burial site.


Masonry gives every deference to a man’s religion. Where a combined Masonic and religious service is to be conducted, the Masonic Service should precede the religious service. It is suggested that when both Masonic and religious services are to be held, the Masonic Service be conducted on the evening before.


However, in all cases, the family’s wishes shall prevail.


My Brothers and friends, let us console ourselves with these brief words of understanding and comfort:


(Read one or more of the three following paragraphs.)


Thus saith the Lord: Refrain thy voice from weeping and thine eyes from tears, for thy work shall find its reward, and there is hope for thy latter end.


Blessed is the man whose strength is in Thee, in whose heart are the highways to Thy will. Passing through the valley of weeping, they turn it to a fountain of strength, Yes, into a rain shower abundant with blessing. Thus they go on from strength to strength, until each appeareth before Thee in Zion.


They shall come with mourning, but I will lead them with tender mercy. I will turn their weeping into joy. I will comfort them and make them rejoice after their sorrow.



My Brothers and friends, in keeping with a custom of Free and Accepted Masons, we are united in this moment of sorrow to bid farewell to one of our fraternal family. It is well that we pause to ask God’s blessing upon us, for only in Him can we find strength and hope. Let us pray.

Prayer

Almighty God, grant us Thy blessing as we meet on this solemn occasion. Help us to look beyond the darkness and sadness of this moment to the light and hope of tomorrow. Thou knowest we are weak and unable to stand alone. Fill us then with the power and comfort of Thy presence that we may say with assurance, as did Job of old in his grief, “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord.” Amen


Our Brother _________________________became a Free and Accepted Mason on _______________________ in ________________________

Lodge No._______. He left our earthly family to unite with the heavenly family on__________________________.


While we mourn his loss from our fraternal fellowship, we rejoice that we are citizens of two worlds. He has preceded us and has joined our host of Brethren in that other world where God, who is the Father and Master of us all, awaits his coming.


Always when we stand in the presence of death, we are tempted to ask the question as did the prophet of old: “If a man die, shall he live again?” How empty our lives would be if there were no answer to this question! But God in His infinite mercy has given us the greatest gift of all, the promise to dwell in our hearts when we diligently seek him. And, from that depth within each of us, we have always found the faith that sustains us even in the darkest and most difficult moments. So we can say with certainty that just as surely as the questions of fear and doubt arise in our minds, so comes the assurance that life does not end with death.


The history of man and our present experiences in life bear testimony:


that only eternity can fulfill the dreams and hopes and ideals within each of us;


that a lifetime on earth is not enough;


that God in His infinite wisdom has plans far beyond our comprehension --- plans which could not end in death.


This faith sustains us and helps to dispel the fears that surround us in death.


Because our Brother__________________________ was a Mason, we know that this was his belief ---- the Immortality of the Soul was part of his spiritual vocabulary. He walked and worked and lived against the background of eternity. He believed that the God who created him and sustained him in life would not abandon him in death.

(The Senior Warden at this point holds the Apron for all to see. The Officiant, indicating the Apron, continues.)


This white Apron is known as the Lambskin. It is the badge of a Mason. Its whiteness served to remind our departed Brother of the innocence and purity of a righteous life. It reminds us that our Brother’s earthly labors are finished. He has laid aside the working tools of life. May the record of our lives and actions be as pure and spotless as this fair emblem which will now be placed upon the coffin (or “near the urn”) of our departed Brother.

(The Senior Warden deposits the Apron upon the coffin of in a designated place.)

(The officiant then turns to the Junior Warden who holds the sprig of Acacia and, indicating the sprig of Acacia, continues:)


This sprig of Acacia is the emblem of our faith in the immortality of the Soul. The evergreen leaves are symbolic of our conviction that life will continue to flourish even after death and that one day we shall be united in the house of many mansions, eternal in the heavens.


The sprig of Acacia will now be placed upon the coffin (or “near the urn”) of our departed Brother.

(The Junior Warden deposits the sprig of Acacia upon the coffin or the a designated place, this being the only sprig of Acacia to be used for the Memorial Service.)

Let us pray.

Prayer


Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, from Whom we come, in Whom we live and move and have our being, and unto Whom we return, we thank Thee for the gift of life; for its wonders and mysteries; for its friendships and fellowships. We thank Thee for the ties which bind us one to another; for the meaning which lies hidden even in the heart of sorrow and grief….And for Thy guiding hand along the way of our pilgrimage.


We give thanks to Thee for this Thy servant, recalling all in him that made others love him. We thank Thee for the good and gracious influence in his home and training; for all the goodness and truth that have passed from his life into the lives of others and have made the world richer for his presence.


We pray for those whose hearts are heaviest and who in this moment need Thee more than ever. Guide them and bless them and lead them into that unfaltering trust that life does not end with death; that the Father who made us will care for us beyond the bounds of vision, even as He has cared for us in this earthly world. 


We pray for a renewal of the gifts of faith, patience and enduring love in all of us. Help us to walk amid the things of this world with eyes open to the beauty and glory of the eternal. 

Amen.



To the family and friends of our departed Brother, we extend our deepest sympathy. We cannot fill the emptiness in your hearts. We can only urge that you turn to God, who alone can give you the strength to sustain you in this hour. Believe that “There is a land of pure delight where Saints Immortal reign,” and sing with the Psalmist: “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil…Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”


May God grant you peace and keep you under His wing.


There is no Death. What we call Death is but a sudden change, Because we know not where it leads, Therefore it doth seem strange.


There is no Death. What we call Death is but a lasting sleep. They wake not soon who slumber so. Therefore we mourn…we weep.


There is no Death. What we call Death is but surcease from strife, They do not die whom we call dead. They go from life….to Life.

Benediction


We close this service with the comforting benediction from the Bible.

  “The Lord bless thee and keep thee;

  The Lord make his face to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee;

  The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.”

Amen.

*********************************

Committal Service


Inasmuch as it has pleased Almighty God to call unto Himself the soul of our departed Brother, we therefore commit his body [to the grave, (or) to its final resting place], earth to earth, ashes to ashes and dust to dust, in the sure and certain hope of the Immortality of the Soul.

  Let us pray.

Prayer


Our Lord, support us all the day long in this troublous life until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed and the fever of life is over and our work is done. Then in Thy mercy grant us a safe lodging and a Holy rest and peace at last.

Benediction


And may the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

Amen.

“So Mote it Be”

*********************************
Lodge Annual Service

(This short form of service for deceased Brethren may be changed at the discretion of the Worshipful Master, and the prayers at the discretion of the Chaplain. It is designed for use in the lodge during a tiled communication.)
W M - * * *

Each year the dark shadow of death saddens our hearts by removing from our midst a number of Brethren to that unknown country from whose bourne no traveler returns. We pause his evening to pay tribute to those of our Brethren who have departed this earth during the year just passed. Give your attention to our Chaplain.

Chaplain - Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who art our true light in the time of shadow and darkness, in Thy divine wisdom Thou hast called these Brethren from their earthly life. Give us the spirit of understanding that life is eternal, that love is immortal that these Brethren are not dead, but only as having broken from the tenement of clay, and have gone to eternal life beneath the sheltering wing of Thine infinite mercy, May the richest blessing rest upon the families of our departed Brethren, and may the warmth of Thy love surround them and sustain them.

Amen.

W M - We will call roll of our departed brethren.

(Roll is called with date raised, and date departed.)
Give your attention to our Chaplain for the benediction.

Chaplain - And now, may the Lord bless us and protect us. May He cause the light of His spirit to shine upon us and be gracious unto us. And may the Lord lift up His spirit unto us, and grant us peace, now and forevermore. Amen.

W M - *

*********************************
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