INSTALLATION OF LODGE OFFICERS

Certification of Investiture of Master-Elect

Immediately prior to the Installation Ceremony, the invested Master-elect is required to "prove" himself in possession of the Secrets of the Chair. A brief certification ceremony must be performed in a tiled room, i.e. a Lodge, anteroom or preparation room, in the presence of at least three Past Masters, one of whom should be the Installing Marshal.

Marshal (to the Master-elect) -


Give me the grip of Worshipful Master. (Done)


Give me the name of the grip. (Done)

What does the name signify? (Appropriate answer given)

I now certify _____________________________ qualified to be installed Worshipful Master of ____________________.

The installation of the Officers of newly constituted Lodges is done by the Grand Master or his proxy. In existing Lodges, it is the prerogative of the retiring Worshipful Master, but may be done by his proxy, who must be a Past Master of a Lodge. The Marshal and others to whom work is delegated, should likewise be Past Masters.

The installation of Officers of a Lodge shall be held behind tiled doors at a Regular or Special Com​munication of the Lodge and/or in a Public Installation at the option of the Master.

The Installing Officer shall be ad​dressed by his title of Worshipful Master, and his assistants as Broth​er Marshal and Brother Chaplain.

Every Officer shall be installed west of the Altar with full ceremony Noth​ing shall be added. (In general, the installation ceremony conducted with dignity but without unnecessary de​lay, should take approximately one hour including the reception of del​egations and dignitaries.)

The following order may be invert​ed at the discretion of the Installing Officer, when the ceremony will com​mence with the installation of the Worshipful Master, but the order as given is recommended.

Prior to installation, Officers shall be clothed with aprons of the respec​tive offices in which they are about to be installed. All other Master Masons present shall wear the Apron of the highest Craft rank which they have attained. Wearing of past Officers jewels is optional.

If a draped table is to be used for Officers 'jewels, it should be on the North side of the Altar (or if the lodgeroom is narrow, on the West side of the Altar)

In public installations, it is important to avoid excessive use of the gavel, especially when multiple delegations are received. In general, a Lodge should be raised only on the entrance of Elected Grand Line, Past Grand Masters, and the District Deputy Grand Master when in his District.

Public vs. Tiled Installations - Distinguishing Differences

The Holy Bible is to be opened to a random place in Public Installa​tions. However, the square and compasses are to be placed upon the Holy Bible in the Master Mason mode in both forms of installation.

Those words or phrases in [brackets] are to be excluded in public installa​tions. Those in (braces) are exclud​ed in tiled installations.

Opening for a Public Installation

Entrance of Lodge Officers

Prior to the entrance of the Lodge Officers, the Senior Deacon (or Mar​shal - with baton) enters the Lodge Room and pauses West of the Altar.

S.D. (or Marshal) - Will everyone please rise. * * *
The tapers are lit and the Three Great Lights are displayed. The (VSL) Volume (s) of Sacred Law is (are) to be opened at a random place. The Square and Compasses are to be placed on the VSL(s) in the Master Mason mode.

The Officers to be installed, should be escorted into the lodge room and assembled in a predetermined place. 

The WM proceeds to the East and seats the Master-elect and the other Lodge Officers as a group, then asks everyone else to be seated.

WM – Everyone will please be seated. *
Worshipful Master or the Installing Master:

1. Offer a brief word of welcome.

2. Receives or introduces current Grand Lodge Officers and Past Grand Masters.

3. Reads the Address to the Guests (Following Page).

Address to Guests

It may be that some of our visitors would desire more knowledge concerning the Masonic Fraternity: what it stands for, and what it strives to do. The roots of Freemasonry are lost in antiquity, but our recorded history extends backward well over six hundred years. We would have you know, then, that Freemasonry is a moral institution founded on the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of man. It is not just social, not merely ritualistic, but is also educational and patriotic. Contrary to the belief of many in the past, it is neither a secret society, a religion, nor a substitute for religion.

We do have a few signs and words of recognition which we like to keep to ourselves, but Freemasonry itself is not secret. The whole world is aware of it. The Square and Compasses are known and respected from Pole to Pole; no effort is made to hide their existence. Masons are proud to be known as such. Masonry teaches no secret truth, the mysteries of Masonry are those eternal truths upon which it is built and which are common to all men, those of faith and duty, of life and death. It is a private society set apart from the turmoil and pressures of life, where reverence, friendship and love teach manhood and character-building.

     Fundamentally, Masonry is educational and endeavors to teach men about the elements of life that are worthwhile and of lasting value, of the relationship in which men should stand, one to another, that he who gives to those around him those things that are best and the richest in him, receives back in return those same values, with added measure.

Nor let us forget that our Fraternity is intensely patriotic; and, though definitely not a religion, it is religious in that it urges every man to be steadfast in the faith of his acceptance. A Masonic Temple is a gathering place of men who believe in God and Country, men who uphold the principles and ideals revealed in the Volume of Sacred Law, and the American ideals of Liberty and Freedom.

In order to avoid any possibility that anyone here today might feel out of place or uncomfortable dur​ing the ceremony, I should explain six unique customs employed by Masons:

The first custom we call the Sign of Fidelity and it is given thus. (Done) It is the custom of Masons, when wearing their aprons, to respond in situations calling for a symbol of respect, with what is known as the Sign of Fidelity given for example, during prayer and also when a Brother is addressed by an Officer of higher rank or position in the Lodge.

The second custom has to do with the use of the Gavel (hold for all to see). Three blows of the Gavel is a signal for all to rise. One blow of the Gavel signals all to be seated.

The third of our customs has to do with a special form of Masonic applause that Masons call Grand Honors. While only the Masons present will respond to a directive for Grand Honors, there is no need for anyone else to be uncomfortable; it is merely a form of applause that we use to give special recognition and honor.

It is appropriate for family and guests to recognize the officers with applause after Grand Honors.

The fourth of our customs is a group response to the Amen at the end of prayer. We say "So Mote it Be", which is an Old English phrase meaning "So may it be."

The fifth of our customs has to do with why a Master is addressed as “Worshipful.” The word  “worchyppe” or “worchyp” is Old English and means “greatly respected.” In some Old Constitutions of Masonry is the phrase, “Every Mason shall prefer his elder and put him to worship.” “Worshipful,” therefore, in Modern Masonry continues an ancient word meaning “greatly respected,” The word or title “Master” signifies being the presiding officer of the Lodge and the master of all the work.

The sixth of our customs has to do with the Masonic use of the word “Brother.” As Masons we believe “that there is no term so often used within our midst, no words more freighted with the strength of mans very best characteristics, no claim so glistening with the ties of honest affection, as our password of greeting, “My Brother.”

We hope you enjoy tonight’s ceremony and perceive the dignity and pride which Masons take in their fraternity.

(The Installing Master takes over the ceremony at this point if 

appropriate.)

IM: The installation of Officers of a Lodge is of great importance. Masonry teaches that before entering upon any great or important undertaking, we should invoke the blessing of the Great Architect of the Universe. Let us all stand and give your attention to the Chaplain, after which we will pledge allegiance to the Flag of our Country and sing one verse of the National Anthem.

IM – Let no man enter upon any great or important undertaking without first invoking the aid of Deity. Give your attention to the Chaplain.

Prayer

CHP:  O Eternal God, impartial Giver of all that is good, we praise and thank Thee for the bountiful blessing which come to our lives and to all mankind through the institution of Freemasonry. Grant that our Fraternity may always remain a ray of hope and peace in the midst of a perplexing and changing world.

We pray that this Ceremony of Installation may be hallowed by Thy Divine Presence and that the leaders of this Lodge may be inspired to teach and exemplify the tenets of the Fraternity in their personal and Masonic lives.

We beseech Thee to touch the minds and hearts of all who are here assembled, with a growing devotion to Thee, to others and to our nation. To Thee be all glory, honor, and praise. Amen. (Response - So mote it be.)

I M: Please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the first verse of our National Anthem.

Oh, say can you see, by the dawn's early light,

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming?

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight,

O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?

And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.

O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

Please be seated  *

In the following installation, the Installing Marshal/Assistant Marshal should present the Officers by using the title “Brother.”  

The only title to be used in the Installation Ceremony is “Brother.”

The Assistant Marshall should alternate with the Marshal to conduct officers to be installed.

Throughout the Installation where a proxy is installed for a line officer, the Marshal will announce WM, I present Brother _____________ as proxy for Brother ________ who has been appointed/elected _________________ of this Lodge for the ensuing year.

The officer to be installed will come to the Sign of Fidelity when addressed by the Installing Master and will hold the sign until he leaves the west to be escorted to his station or place.

Write in the names of the Officers on the respective blank lines – 

PRINT LEGIBLY! 
Tiler

I M: Brother Marshal, present the Tiler for installation.

(In a tiled installation, the Installing Officer assigns a substitute, who salutes and replaces the Tiler at the door.)

Marshal: Worshipful Master, I present Brother ____________________, who has been appointed Tiler of this Lodge for the ensuing year.

I M: My Brother, you have been appointed Tiler of this Lodge, and will now be invested with the implement and badge of your office. (Done) 

The Sword is in your hands to enable you to guard against the approach of cowans and eaves-droppers, and to suffer none to pass, or repass, except such as are duly qualified. Your regular and punctual attendance will afford the best proof of your zeal for the Institution.

I M: Brother Marshal, conduct the Tiler to his place and present the Marshal for installation.

When available and prior to the Marshal, the Historian and Musician are installed at this point. Please insert the Historian/Musician script.

and present the Historian/Musician for installation.

Marshal

Marshal:  Worshipful Master, I present Brother ____________________, who has been appointed Marshal of this Lodge for the ensuing year.

I M:  My Brother, you have been appointed Marshal of this Lodge, and will now be invested with the badge of your office. (Done)

It is your duty to have charge of and conduct the processions of the Lodge, and to assist the Senior Deacon whenever that officer may require your services. On all such occasions the good order that may be displayed mainly depends upon your zeal, knowledge and discretion.

Brother Marshal, conduct the Marshal to his place and present the Stewards for installation.

Stewards

Marshal:  Worshipful Master, I present Brothers____________________ 

and ___________________________, who have been appointed Stewards of this Lodge for the ensuing year.

I M:  My Brothers, you have been appointed Stewards of this Lodge, and will now be invested with the badges of your office. (Done) 

You are to assist the Senior Deacon and Masters of Ceremony when requested, in conducting candidates and to so provide for the Craft while at refreshment, that the harmony and decorum thereof shall not be disturbed, and when labor shall be resumed, that the Worshipful Master may have honor, and the Craft pleasure and profit there from.

Brother Marshal, conduct the Stewards to their places and present the Masters of Ceremony for installation.

Masters of Ceremony

Marshal: Worshipful Master, I present Brother ____________________, who has been appointed Senior Master of Ceremony 

and Brother _____________________________, who has been ap​pointed Junior Master of Ceremony of this Lodge for the ensuing year.

I M:  My Brothers, you have been appointed Masters of Ceremony of this Lodge, and will now be invested with the badges of your office. (Done)

You, as proxies for the Senior Deacon, are to see that candidates for the several degrees are duly and truly prepared. In the preparation room you are to permit no levity, but are expected to conduct your work therein so as to leave an impression on the minds of those seeking Masonic "Light", that our Institution is dignified and refined, and that its ceremonies have, in reality, symbolic meaning of lofty significance.

Brother Marshal, conduct the Masters of Ceremony to their places and present the Senior and Junior Deacons for installation.

Senior and Junior Deacons

Marshal:  Worshipful Master, I present Brother ____________________, who has been appointed Senior Deacon 

and Brother____________________________, who has been appointed Junior Deacon of this Lodge for the ensuing year.

I M:  My Brothers, you have been appointed Deacons of this Lodge, and will now be invested with the badges of your office. (Done)

It is your duty to attend on the Worshipful Master and Wardens, to act as their proxies in the active duties of the Lodge, such as the reception of candidates, and the introduction and accommodation of visitors. These duties are entrusted to your care, with confidence in your vigilance and attention. 

Brother Marshal, conduct the Senior and Junior Deacons to their places and present the Chaplain for installation.

Chaplain

Marshal:  Worshipful Master, I present Brother ____________________, who has been appointed Chaplain of this Lodge for the ensuing year.

I M:  Brother _____________________________, you have been appointed Chaplain(s) of this Lodge, and will now be invested with the badge(s) of your office. (Done)

It is your duty to perform those solemn services which we should constantly render to our Infinite Creator, and which, when offered by one whose profession is "to point to Heaven and lead the way", may, by refining our souls, strengthening our virtues, and purifying our minds, prepare us for admission into the society of those above, with whom our happiness will be endless and perfect. 

Brother Marshal, conduct the Chaplain(s) to his(their) place(s) and present the Trustee(s) for installation. 

(Installing Chaplain sits in the first chair to the left of the Worshipful Master’s chair.)

Trustees

Marshal:  Worshipful Master, I present Brother(s)__________________, who has(have) been elected Trustee(s) of this Lodge for the ensuing year(s) for installation.

I M: Brother(s) __________________________, you have been elected a Trustee of this Lodge for the ensuing year(s). 

Your duties as Trustee(s) will be to maintain the real and personal property of the Lodge in such manner as to insure its continued usefulness and well-being, and to submit an annual report, to the lodge, in writing, detailing the work you have done to accomplish this end, including the monetary costs of your efforts. These duties are entrusted to you, confident that you possess the special abilities and talents necessary to successfully execute them for the benefit of the Lodge. 

Brother Marshal, conduct the Trustee(s) to a place in the Lodge as near the East as possible and present the Secretary for installation.

Secretary

Marshal:  Worshipful Master, I present Brother ____________________, who has been elected Secretary of this Lodge for the ensuing year.

I M: Brother __________________________, you have been elected Secretary of this Lodge, and will now be invested with the badge of your office. (Done)

It is your duty to keep a correct record of the proceedings of the Lodge, to receive all money and pay it into the hands of the Treasurer, and to issue summonses at the Worshipful Master's direction. Your love for the Craft and attachment to the Lodge will induce you to cheerfully discharge the duties of your office. In so doing, you will merit the esteem of your Brethren.

Brother Marshal, conduct the Secretary to his place and present the Treasurer for installation.

Treasurer

Marshal:  Worshipful Master, I present Brother ____________________, who has been elected Treasurer of this Lodge for the ensuing year.

WM: Brother ___________________________, you have been elected Treasurer of this Lodge, and will now be invested with the badge of your office. (Done)

It is your duty to keep a faithful account of all money received for the use of the Lodge, and pay it out upon the order of the Worshipful Master, with the consent of the Lodge. Your own honor and the confidence the Brethren repose in you will inspire you to that faithfulness in the discharge of the duties of your office which its im​portant nature demands.

Brother Marshal, conduct the Treasurer to his place and present the Junior Warden for installation.

Junior Warden

Marshal:  Worshipful Master, I present Brother ____________________, who has been elected Junior Warden of this Lodge for the ensuing year.

I M: Brother __________________________, you have been elected Junior Warden of this Lodge. Do you solemnly promise that you will serve the Lodge as Junior Warden and perform all the duties appertaining to that office to the best of your ability?

J W:  I do.

I M:  You will now be invested with the jewel of your office. (Done)

The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in our several stations, to do unto others as we would have others do unto us, to observe the just medium between intemperance and pleasure, and make our conduct conform to the line of our duty. In the absence of the Worshipful Master and Senior Warden, upon you devolves the government of the Lodge, but to you is especially committed the superintendency of the Craft during the hours of refreshment.

It is, therefore, necessary that you be temperate and discreet in the indulgence of your own inclinations, and that you carefully observe that none of the Craft convert the purposes of refreshment into intemperance or excess.

LOOK WELL TO THE SOUTH.

Brother Marshal, conduct the Junior Warden to his station and present the Senior Warden for installation.

Senior Warden

Marshal:  Worshipful Master, I present Brother ____________________, who has been elected Senior Warden of this Lodge for the ensuing year.

I M: Brother ___________________________, you have been elected Senior Warden of this Lodge. Do you solemnly promise that you will serve the Lodge as Senior Warden and perform all the duties appertaining to that office, to the best of your ability?

S W:  I do.

I M: You will now be invested with the jewel of your office. (Done)

The Level teaches that we are descended from the same stock, partake of the same nature, and share the same hope; that we are all children of one Father, heirs of the same infirmities, and exposed to the same vicissitudes.  It also reminds us, that although distinctions among men are necessary to perform the work of the world, no eminence of station should make us forget that we are Brethren, and that in the Lodge and our Masonic associations, we are on a level. The Level teaches us that a time will come when all distinctions but that of goodness will cease, and death, the leveler of human greatness, will reduce us to the same state.

Your regular attendance at the stated and other meetings of the Lodge is necessary. In the absence of the Worshipful Master, you are to govern the Lodge, and in his presence assist him in its government: Hence the necessity of preparing yourself for the important duties which may devolve upon you.

LOOK WELL TO THE WEST.

Brother Marshal, conduct the Senior Warden to his station.

I M: Brother Senior and Junior Wardens please rise and come to the Sign of Fidelity for your charge.

Charge to the Wardens

(This may be given by the Installing Master or his designee)

   Brother Senior and Junior Wardens, to you are committed the pillars of strength and beauty. 

It is your duty to set before the Brethren the Corn of Nourishment, the Wine of Refreshment, and the Oil of Joy, symbols of the moral lessons of our Fraternity, taught from your stations in the Lodge. In your own persons you should give evidence that you are governed by the principles of the Fraternity, as it is only by a due regard for them in your own lives and conduct that you may expect regard for them in others.

You are to assist the Worshipful Master in the discharge of his trust, diffusing light and imparting knowledge to all whom he shall place under your care. In the absence of the Worshipful Master, you will succeed to higher duties; your acquirements must, therefore, be such that the Craft may never suffer for want of proper instruction. The spirit which heretofore you have shown in attendance to the duties of Freemasonry inspires confidence that your future conduct will merit the approval of your Brethren and the reward which is due for meritorious service.

Thank you, please be seated.

Worshipful Master

I M:  Brother Marshal, present the Master-elect for installation.

Marshal:  Worshipful Master, I present Brother ____________________, who has been elected Worshipful Master of this Lodge for the ensuing year.

I M:  Brother Marshal, has the Brother served as an installed Warden of a duly constituted Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, has he been elected Worshipful Master by the vote of this Lodge, and has he been invested with the Secrets of the Chair?

Marshal:  Worshipful Master, he has, and is qualified to be installed as Worshipful Master of this Lodge. 

I M:  My Brother, previous to your installation, it is necessary that you signify your assent to the following ancient Charges and Regulations. Pay strict attention to the reading of these Charges and Regulations as they point out the duty of a Worshipful Master.

You agree to be a good man and true, and strictly to obey the moral law.

You agree to be a peaceful citizen, and cheerfully conform to the laws of the country in which you reside.

You promise not to be concerned in plots or conspiracies against the government, but patiently to submit to the law and the constituted authorities.

You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil magistrates, to work diligently, live creditably, and act honorably by all men.

     You agree to hold in veneration the original rulers and patrons of Masonry, and their regular successors, supreme and subordinate, according to their station, and to submit to the awards and resolutions of your Brethren, in Lodge convened, in every case consistent with the Constitutions of the Fraternity.

You agree to avoid private piques and quarrels, and to guard against intemperance and excess.

You agree to be cautious in carriage and behavior, courteous to your Brethren, and faithful to your Lodge.

You promise to respect genuine Brethren, and discountenance impostors and all dissenters from the original plan of Masonry.

You agree to promote the general good of society, to cultivate the social virtues, and to propagate the knowledge of the art.

     You promise to pay homage to the Grand Master for the time being, and to his officers when duly invested, and to conform to every edict of Grand Lodge that is not subversive of the principles and groundwork of Masonry.

You admit that it is not in the power of any man, or body of men, to make innovations in the body of Masonry without the consent of Grand Lodge.

You promise a regular attendance on the committees and communications of Grand Lodge, on receiving due notice, and to perform all the duties of Masonry on proper occasions.

You admit that no new Lodge shall be formed without permission of Grand Lodge, and that no countenance be given to any irregular Lodge, or to any person clandestinely made therein, these things being contrary to the ancient usages of the Fraternity.

You admit that no person can be made a Mason in, or admitted a member of, any regular Lodge, without previous notice and due inquiry into his character.

You agree that no visitors shall be received into your Lodge without due examination, and competent evidence of their having been initiated in a regular Lodge.

These are the regulations of Free and Accepted Masons. Do you submit to these Charges, and promise to support these Regulations, as Worshipful Masters have done in all ages before you?

Master-Elect:  I do.

I M:  My Brother, in consequence of your conformity to the Charges and Regulations of the Order, you are now to be installed Worshipful Master of this Lodge, in full confidence of your skill and capacity to govern the same. Kneel on both knees and place your hands on the Holy Bible, Square and Compasses. (Done) 

* * *
(The IM proceeds to the Altar where he addresses the Master-Elect as follows:)

Say "I" (done), pronounce your name in full (done), and repeat after me, in presence of Almighty God and this Worshipful Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons regularly assembled and properly dedicated, do agree to accept the office of Master of this Lodge, and to administer the duties thereof, faithfully, zealously and impartially, to the best of my ability, until a successor shall have been duly elected and installed in my stead.

I solemnly promise that I will not, either during my Mastership, or at any time that the Lodge may be under my direction, permit or suffer any deviation from the established Landmarks of the Order; that I will not administer, or cause to be administered, any rite or ceremony, contrary to, or subversive of, our ancient Institution, but on the contrary, will maintain, support, and uphold, pure and unsullied, the Principles and Tenets of the Craft.

I further solemnly promise that, to the utmost of my power, I will enforce strict obedience to the Charges and Regulations to which I have already given my assent, and in every respect will conscientiously discharge my duties as a Ruler in the Craft and Master of this Lodge.

So help me God, and keep me steadfast in this, my solemn obligation of Installed Master. 

In testimony of your sincerity, kiss the Holy Bible upon which your hands rest. (Done) 

Rise. (pause) 

You will now be invested with the jewel of your office. (Done)

I M: Everyone will please be seated. *
Furniture and Implements

I M:  The Holy Writings, the Great Light in Masonry, will guide you to all truth, direct your path to the temple of happiness, and point out to you the whole duty of man. 

The Square teaches us to regulate our actions by rule and line and to harmonize our conduct by the principles of morality and virtue. 

The Compasses teach us to limit our desires in every station, that, rising to eminence by merit, we may live respected, and die regretted.

The Rule directs that we should punctually observe our duty, press forward in the path of virtue and, inclining neither to the right nor to the left, in all our actions, have eternity in view.

The Line teaches us the criterion of moral rectitude, to avoid dissimulation in conversation and action, and to direct our steps in the path which leads to immortality.

The Constitutions you are to search at all times. Cause them to be read in your Lodge, that none may pretend ignorance of the precepts they enjoin.

You also receive in charge the By-laws of your Lodge, which you are to see duly obeyed.

You also now receive a copy of The 24-Inch Gauge Training Guide, which you are to study diligently and require your Wardens to do likewise, so as to increase the efficiency and success of your Lodge.

You now receive in charge the Charter, by the authority of which this Lodge is held. (Done)

(Outgoing Master takes the Charter and brings it to the Alter. He personally hands the Charter to the incoming Master.)

 You are carefully to preserve it, and personally to transmit it to your successor in office.

 (Installing Officer returns to the East.)

I M:  Brother Marshal, escort the Worshipful Master to his station in the East. (The new Master is placed on the right of the Installing Officer)
Charge to the Master

(The person giving the Charge should come to the Sign of Fidelity when he addresses the Worshipful Master then drops the sign for the remainder of the Charge)


Worshipful Master, having been chosen to preside over this Lodge, you cannot be insensible to the obligations which devolve upon you. The honor, reputation, and usefulness of your Lodge will depend upon the skill and ability with which you manage its concerns. As Master of this Lodge, it will be your duty to preside over and direct its ceremonies, preserve the ancient landmarks of the Fraternity, and permit no innovation in its principles or rites.

   Upon all suitable occasions remind the Brethren that Masonry is founded upon the great moral principles set forth in the Sacred Volume, which we receive as the rule and guide for our faith and practice. Exhort them to govern themselves by these principles, as well with the world at large as with each other. Teach them to reverence the Three Great Lights, the Holy Bible, the perfect Square, and the extended Compasses, which embrace the most important duties inculcated by our Fraternity. 

   The leading objects of our Fraternity are to promote morality, to keep men honest and upright, true to their God, and faithful to their country, and to unite them by the strong bonds of charity, friendship, and brotherly love. 

   Great care, therefore, should be taken in admissions to membership lest, by the introduction of bad material, the Fraternity be corrupted. It should ever be borne in mind that the respectability and usefulness of a Lodge depend not on the number, but on the character of its members.

   It is better that no workman be added to the roll than that one unworthy be permitted to cross the threshold of the Lodge. The uninitiated judge Masonry by the conduct of individual members. Be as careful of the reputation of your Lodge as that of your family; as you would admit none of bad character to your family, so should you exclude such from your Lodge.

I M: Give your attention to the Chaplain. * * *
Chaplain - Almighty and Eternal God, vouchsafe Thine aid to these solemn rites, and grant that the Brother who is now numbered among the rulers of the Craft, may be endowed with wisdom to comprehend, judgment to define, and firmness to enforce obedience to Thy law.


Sanctify him with Thy grace, strengthen him with Thy power, and enrich his mind with genuine knowledge, that he may be enabled to enlighten the Brethren, and consecrate our meetings to the honor and glory of Thy Holy Name. Amen.

(Response - So mote it be.)

I M:  (Places the newly installed Master in front of the Master's chair and invests him with the Master's hat.)

All Brethren will face East. (Pause)

Worshipful Master, behold your Brethren! 

Brethren, behold your Worshipful Master! Grand Honors! (Done) 

Please join me in a hearty round of applause for the newly installed Officers of this Lodge.

Charge to the Brethren

(Newly Installed Master or his designee gives the Charge to the Brethren)

Only Brother Masons will rise for the Charge. (Guests may be seated)

Brethren, (pause for Sign of Fidelity) such is the nature of our Institution, that some must of necessity rule and govern, others must submit and obey. The Officers you have chosen, and who have been solemnly installed, are sufficiently acquainted with the rules of propriety and the laws of the Fraternity, to avoid exceeding the powers with which they are entrusted. The harmony of the Lodge will materially depend upon the good order you observe in the conduct of its business and your courtesy and forbearance toward each other in its deliberations. 

   I charge you, that you act worthy of your vocation as Freemasons and suffer no fault on your part to tarnish the luster of your calling, or bring discredit on the Craft. Recommend Masonry to the world by the rectitude of your conduct. To this end make yourselves intimately acquainted with its principles and obligations, and practice in your lives its duties. Divest yourselves of coldness and apathy, fatal to your best interests. Shun those affections and passions unworthy of a soul claiming affinity with the "Sons of Light"; put forth all your energy to grasp what is noble and elevating in thought and action and capable of furthering our Fraternity's lofty destiny. Guard against dissensions among yourselves. Let no root of bitterness spring up to trouble you; preserve your Lodge pure; prevent the introduction of vice or error in any form. If, in the frailty of human nature, a Brother falls under the influence of evil and wanders into forbidden paths, seek him out, bring him back to the fold, show him the superiority of virtue. Much may be accomplished by force of good example, by good counsel, by a friendly understanding spirit, and ever remember that: 

"To err is human, to forgive Divine."

   Finally Brethren, be of one mind; live in peace Let nothing disturb that pure, warm, and holy love which our ritual enjoins. Follow these injunctions, and your Lodge will flourish. May the Tenets of our profession be transmitted through your Lodge unimpaired from generation to generation.

I M: * * * Everyone will please rise, Brother Marshal, make proclamation South, West and East. 

(The Marshal will tuck his baton under his left arm while making the proclamation from the South and West. He will not raise his hand until arriving in the East where he will hold his baton in his raised left hand to signal the Brethren to come to the Sign of Fidelity which will be given ONLY during the proclamation from the East.)

Marshal - (In South and West)

In the name of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York, I proclaim the Officers of ____________________ Lodge No._______, duly elected, appointed, and installed in their proper stations and places.

(In the East) To the glory of Almighty God! In the name of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York, I proclaim the Officers of ____________________ Lodge No. _______, duly elected, appointed, and installed in their proper stations and places.

Grand Honors! (Marshal retires to the sidelines.)

I M: - Worshipful Master, I present you with the gavel of authority. May you use it to govern your Lodge with fairness, understanding and wisdom.

W M:  *

(It is customary at this point in many Lodges:

a.
For the new Master and outgo​ing Master to exchange pins and aprons.

b.
For the new Master to offer BRIEF comments as he chooses.

c.
For the Master to invite BRIEF comments from representatives seated in the East~ the DDGM last (in the absence of the G.M. or D.G.M.).

(If there is a collation/refreshments after the ceremony it is STRONGLY recommended that any presentations be made in the refreshment hall after the ceremony and that the new Master ask the Chaplain for a short blessing over the food right after the Benediction and before going to the refreshment hall.)

(An invitation to refreshment may be offered at this point)

W M:  Give your attention to the Chaplain * * *

Benediction

Chaplain:  Almighty and everlasting God, from Whom cometh every good and perfect gift, send down upon Thy servants here assembled, the healthful spirit of Thy grace, that they may truly please Thee in all their doings.   


Grant, O Lord, power of mind and great understanding unto those whom we have this day clothed with authority to preside over and direct the affairs of this Lodge. Replenish them with the truth of Thy doctrine and adorn them with humility of life that, both by word and example, they may faithfully serve Thee as Leaders in our Craft, to the glory of Thy Holy Name, and to the usefulness of our beloved Institution. Amen.

(Response - So mote it be.)

(It would be appropriate for the newly installed Chaplain to give a blessing for the food at this point in the ceremony. This would eliminate the need for a call to order in the refreshment hall)

W M:  Brethren, ladies and guests, this concludes the Ceremony of Installation. *
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