TABLE LODGE AGENDA

(HOST) LODGE #_____, F & AM

HONORED SPEAKERS AND GUESTS

TOAST MASTER/MASTER OF CEREMONIES:

WORSHIPFUL MASTER (W.M.):

SENIOR WARDEN (S.W.):

JUNIOR WARDEN (J.W.):

SECRETARY:

TREASURER:

SENIOR DEACON (S.D.):

JUNIOR DEACON (J.D.):

MARSHAL:

STEWARDS:

TYLER:

CHAPLAIN:

VISITING MASTER (V.M.):

GRAND LODGE OFFICERS:
PROGRAM

Historical Remarks

Open Festive Lodge

Invocation

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

First Toast — The United States of America

 Response by the senior ranking veteran present 

Soup

Second Toast — The Ancient and Gentle Craft and the Memory of our Founders

 Welcoming remarks by the Worshipful Master 

Salad

Third Toast — The Grand Lodge of New York

 Entree

Fourth Toast — (HOST) Lodge No. ___, Free & Accepted Masons

 Response by Senior member present 

Dessert

Fifth Toast — The Worshipful Master 

 Response by the Worshipful Master and Introduction of the Speaker

Sixth Toast — The Visiting Brethren

     Response by a Visiting Master

Seventh Toast — The Tyler's Toast

Close Lodge

Presentations by the Master

Brandy, Coffee and Chocolates

TAKING WINE

 During dinner the Master of the Lodge MAY "Take Wine" in the English manner with various brothers. This action will be announced, and presided over by the Worshipful Brother who is serving as "Toast Master" or "Master of Ceremonies" at Table Proceedings. 

     The announcement of wine-taking is made by the "Toast Master" in a single sentence, i.e.: "Brethren, the W.M. will take wine with his Wardens." Whereupon, the Master and the Brother(s) designated for the honor rise and the Master may make remarks recognizing the honoree(s), who then salute one another with their glasses and drink, then resume their seats. The Master may call on one of the honorees for his comments.

    ONLY THOSE WHO ARE CALLED TO TAKE WINE WILL STAND. THE REMAINDER OF THE COMPANY WILL REMAIN SEATED. If the Toastmaster or the Master calls for the Brethren to take wine with a particular guest or other Companion, then ALL STAND. It is considered polite for short applause after each wine taking.

TOASTING

    Toasting should not be confused with taking wine. Toasting is giving an honor, whereas taking wine is merely a social grace. A toast is drunk by the assembled company while standing. If an individual is toasted, he remains seated and may drink at the board if he so desires, and will rise only when called to make a response. In this way, the individual who is being toasted receives honor from his fellows and then expresses his thanks and any other thoughts he may have WITH BREVITY.

FIRE

    Fire will be called and led by the proposer of the Toast immediately following the Toast and before the Brethren are seated.

CEREMONY OF THE SEVEN TOASTS

    The format for each of the toasts will be the same. Although there are many other ways to do Toasts in various rituals, please follow the pattern given below for each toast this evening.

1. The Master will stand and rap twice to call up the Wardens as each toast is announced. This applies to all toasts.

2. The Wardens will then rise, the Senior Warden will rap twice, and then the Junior Warden will rap twice. The Master will then instruct the Wardens to see that all cannons are charged in the columns of the West and South.

3. After their response, the Master will say: "Brothers, kindly be upstanding for the toast to."..........." (When this statement is completed, all rise [except anyone being toasted].)

4. The Master will then either propose the toast himself, or he will invite a brother to do so, after introducing the brother.

5. The proposer will say: "Worshipful Master and brothers, "I give you ........"

(If individuals are being toasted (the Master or visitors) they will take their seat when their toast is identified.) 

All standing will raise their "Cannon" in front, shoulder high, with the arm extended comfortably. The glass is held in this position during the reading of the Toast and during the response by the Brethren.

6. The proposer will then give the toast, ending with "Brethren, ...." followed by the response that is to be given.

7. All present will then respond by repeating the last phrase as given by the proposer.

8. The proposer will then say: "Brethren, The Good Fire, taking your time from me."

9. The procedure for "Good Fire" is:
a. The proposer will recite the following at a smart pace, marking time with his Cannon      (Firing Glass), in the air;

b. All present follow the cadence set by the proposer, repeating, with the proposer, in unison:


Vivat,Vivat,Vivat,



Vivat,Vivat,Vivat,



Vivat,Vivat,Vivat



On first command "Vivat", move the glass to the left shoulder.



On second command "Vivat", move the glass across the throat to the right shoulder.


On third command "Vivat", move the glass back to the starting point, in front, completing a triangle.

Repeat this sequence with each set of three "Vivat's" completing three triangles, ending with the glass in front and at arms length.



("Vivat" is said while the glass is in motion)


c. Proposer says: "Ready"


d. On command "Ready", bring the glass to your lips, ready to drink from it.


e. Proposer says: "Derry-Doon"

f. On the command "Derry-Doon", the Brethren drink their wine, then return their glass to arms length, eye level.

g. When all have finished their drink and extended their arms, with the glass at eye level, the proposer will give the command "Fire!"


h. On the command "Fire", all, in unison, will strike their Cannons sharply on the Table. 

In order to avoid breakage we recommend not getting TOO boisterous, the glass is not a gavel!

10. The proposer will then say "Together Brethren" for the battery of Three Times Three. 

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

11. Still standing, the Brethren will sing the appropriate song for the Toast.

12. The Master will seat the Brethren with one rap.

13. If the Master wishes, he may ask some Brother to give a response to the toast. The Brother does this, speaking spontaneously about the subject of the toast. The response should be brief. The Brother DOES NOT PROPOSE ANOTHER TOAST!

14. The next toast will then follow in sequence.

It is worth noting that the Good Fire is a triad of seven times three salutes (21 motions in all). The "GOOD FIRE", or "QUICK FIRE" described above is really a 21-gun salute, and in ancient times, especially in the French Rite, the Good Fire was given by an elaborate ritual using heavy "Firing" Glasses or "Cannons" with thick glass bases which could be struck upon the table top in time to the proposer's cadence. We do a version of this.

THE TOASTS

(Speeches and/or music may be interspersed between toasts at the discretion of the Master. Furthermore, he may call for brief remarks from any Brother as a response to any of the toasts.)

IMPORTANT NOTE!

NO BROTHER SHOULD PRESUME TO OFFER A TOAST.

TOASTS ARE RESTRICTED TO THOSE LISTED IN THE PROGRAM,

WITH THEIR ORDER AND PROPOSERS DETERMINED BY THE MASTER.

TRADITIONS

 Tradition dictates that all utensils, everything used during a Table Lodge, changes name. This tradition dates back to the earliest days of Speculative Freemasonry. A sample listing of the names attributed to various items follows. It is important that this nomenclature be used at all times during the Table Lodge. Failure to do so may result in severe penalties.

Beer: Yellow Powder

Bottles: Casks

Bread: Rough Ashlar

Carve: Hew

Chairs: Stalls


Coffee: Black Powder

Drink: Fire!



Eat: Masticate

Food: Materials


Fork: Pickaxes

Glasses: Cannons


Knives: Swords

Plates: Tiles



Lights: Stars

Napkins: Flags


Pepper: Cement

Salt: Sand



Spoons: Trowels

Table: Tracing board

Table Cloth: Standard

Water: Weak Powder

Wine: Powder

DEFINITIONS

Auld (Scottish): Old

Auld Lang Syne (Scottish): The good old times, especially times fondly remembered.

Derry-Doon (Derry-down) (Old Eng.): Drink'er down

Vivat (Latin): Long Live. (Latin root for Italian "Viva")

(HOST): Insert the Name of the Lodge Hosting this Table Lodge.

*: Gavel Rap

TABLE LODGE/FESTIVE BOARD CEREMONY

OPENING THE LODGE

Master of Ceremonies: “The Brethren will please be seated.”

W.M.:  (Rises and raps 2 times) ** (Wardens rise)

S.W.: (Rising) **
J.W.:  (Rising) **
W.M.:  "Brother Senior Warden, are you a Mason?"

S.W.:  "All my Brethren know me to be such."

W.M.:  "What is the first great care of Masons when convened?"

S.W.:  "To see that they are duly tyled."

W.M.:  "Brother Senior and Junior Wardens, assure yourselves that we are duly tyled."

J.W.:  "Brother Senior Warden, I answer for my column."

S.W.:  "Worshipful Master, the Junior Warden and myself are satisfied that all are Masons, or otherwise qualified to attend, on both columns."

W.M.:  "I answer for all in the East. — Brother Tyler, perform your duty."

Tyler rises, secures door, and then returns to his place. 

J.W.: "Brother Senior Warden, our works are duly tyled."

S.W.: "Worshipful Master, our works are duly tyled."

W.M.: "Brothers Senior and Junior Wardens, invite the Brethren on the columns of the West and South to assist us in opening a Lodge of Table Instruction."

S.W.: "Brethren on the column of the West, be pleased to assist us in opening a Lodge of Table Instruction."

J.W.: "Brethren on the column of the South, be pleased to assist us in opening a Lodge of Table Instruction."

W.M.: "Brother Senior Warden, what is the second great care of a Mason?"

S.W.: "To see if all Brethren are in order."

W.M.: "Are they in order?"

S.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master."

W.M.: "Why are we met together?"

S.W.: "To erect Temples to Virtue and dig Dungeons for Vices."

W.M.: "How long must we work?"

S.W.: "From midday to midnight."

W.M.: "What is the hour?"

S.W.: "Almost midday."

W.M.: "In consideration of the hour, inform the Brethren that a Lodge of Table Instruction is open and that we are about to begin our works in the usual manner."

S.W.: "Brethren on the column of the West, a Lodge of Table Instruction is open and we are about to begin our works in the usual manner."

J.W.: "Brethren on the column of the South, a Lodge of Table Instruction is open and we are about to begin our works in the usual manner."

W.M.: "My Brethren, our works which have for some time been suspended are again in full vigor. Let each remember that he bears the honorable rank, style, and title of Brother because he has broken bread, honestly and justly earned, with his Brothers and Fellows, and let us remember that each at this consecrated board has been selected through the witness of his silence, the faith of his integrity, and the loyalty of his friendship. Let us approach our labors with gratitude for the material and spiritual sustenance which we each have been privileged to receive as our Masonic birthright."

S.W.: *
J.W.: *
W.M.: *** (Rises Lodge) "Our Chaplain, __________, will now give the Invocation."

CHAPLAIN: "Behold how good and pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard. That went down the skirts of his garments; As the dew of Hermon and as the dew that descended upon the mountain of Zion, for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. AMEN”

ALL: “So Mote it Be."

W.M.: "Our Marshal, ___________, will lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag"

MARSHAL: "Please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag"

ALL: "I pledge allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, Indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all."

W.M.: * (Seats Lodge)

The Worshipful Master will introduce the Master of Ceremonies for his remarks, which will include instructions for firing, with a dry run.

THE STEWARDS ARE TO SEE THAT CANNONS ARE CHARGED WITH THE APPROPRIATE POWDER, AND ARE TO KEEP THEM CHARGED THROUGHOUT THE EVENING!

I. THE FIRST TOAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

W.M.:  (Rises) ** (Wardens rise)

S.W.: (Rising) **
J.W.:  (Rising) **
W.M.:  "Brother Senior Warden, are all cannons charged in the column of the West?"

S.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master."

W.M.: "Brother Junior Warden, are all the cannons charged in the column of the South?"

J.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master."

W.M.: *** (All rise) "Brethren, kindly be upstanding for the toast to the United States of America, which I have the honor to propose."

W.M.: "Brethren, I give you the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA! We will add to this first obligatory health, our wishes for its honor and prosperity in peace, and for its continued Sovereignty, Independence, and the Freedom of its citizens. This is a health so dear to us that I invite you to deliver your fire as handsomely as possible. 

Brethren, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA!"

ALL: "THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA!"

W.M.: "Brethren, the GOOD FIRE, taking your time from the East."

All present follow the cadence set by the Master. He will recite, at a smart pace, marking time with the triangular motions described in the earlier instructions.

ALL (In Unison):

“Vivat, Vivat, Vivat

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat,

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat”

W.M.: "Ready"

On the command "Ready", ALL bring the wine to the lips, ready to drink.

W.M.: "Derry-Doon"

On the command "Derry-Doon", drink your wine, then raise your glass comfortably at arm's length and at eye level.

W.M.: "Fire"

On command "Fire" by the Worshipful Master, all, in unison, strike your Cannons sharply on the Table.

W.M.: "Together Brethren, the battery of Three Times Three." 

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

SONG FOR THE FIRST TOAST

(The United States of America)

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

 "Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light,

What so proudly we hail’d

At the twilight’s last gleaming?

Whose broad stripes and bright stars,

Thro’ the perilous fight,

O’er the ramparts we watch’d

Were so gallantly streaming?

And the rockets’ red glare,

The bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof thro’ the night

That our flag was still there.

O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave?

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?”

W.M.:  * (Seats Lodge)

Response by the senior ranking veteran present.

Soup is served and "Masticated"

II. THE SECOND TOAST

THE ANCIENT AND GENTLE CRAFT AND

THE MEMORY OF OUR FOUNDERS

W.M.:  (Rises) ** (Wardens rise)

S.W.: (Rising) **
J.W.:  (Rising) **
W.M.:  "Brother Senior Warden, are all cannons charged in the column of the West?"

S.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master."

W.M.: "Brother Junior Warden, are all the cannons charged in the column of the South?"

J.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master."

W.M.: *** (All rise) "Brethren, kindly be upstanding for the Toast to the Craft and the Memory of our Founders which will be proposed by the our S.W., __________." 

S.W.: 

"To Him who brought the stone and wood,

To him who all things understood,

To him who hapless, shed his blood in the doing of his duty,

To that bright day, To that blest morn

wherein these three great men were born,

Our Ancient Science to Adorn

With Wisdom, Strength and Beauty."

"WORSHIPFUL MASTER AND BRETHREN!, I give you the Ancient and Gentle Craft and The Memory of Our Founders. This second obligatory health, which I have the honor to propose, is to the ties which unite a great Brotherhood, and to a future made great by reason of a greater understanding of the spirit of Freemasonry. This health is so dear to us that I invite you to deliver your fire as handsomely as possible. 

Brethren, The Craft and its Founders"

ALL: "The Craft and its Founders"

S.W.: "Brethren, The Good Fire, taking your time from me."

All present follow the cadence set by the S.W., He will recite, at a smart pace, marking time with the triangular motions described in the earlier instructions. 

ALL (In Unison):

“Vivat, Vivat, Vivat

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat,

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat”

S.W.: "Ready"

On the command "Ready", ALL bring the wine to the lips, ready to drink.

S.W.: "Derry-Doon"

On the command "Derry-Doon", drink your wine, then raise your glass comfortably at arm's length and at eye level.

S.W.: "Fire"

On command "Fire" by the S.W., all, in unison, strike your Cannons sharply on the Table.

S.W.: "Together Brethren, the battery of Three Times Three." 

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

SONG FOR THE SECOND TOAST

(The Ancient and Gentle Craft and the Memory of our Founders)

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL

 "O beautiful for spacious skies,

 For amber waves of grain

 For purple mountain majesties

 Above the fruited plain

 America, America

 God shed his grace on thee

 And crown thy good with brotherhood

 From sea to shining sea."

W.M.:  * (Seats Lodge)

Welcoming remarks by the Worshipful Master 

Salad is served and "Masticated"

III. THE THIRD TOAST

THE GRAND LODGE OF NEW YORK AND THE GRAND MASTER

W.M.:  (Rises) ** (Wardens rise)

S.W.: (Rising) **
J.W.:  (Rising) **
W.M.: "Brother Senior Warden, are all cannons charged in the column of the West?"

S.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master."

W.M.: "Brother Junior Warden, are all the cannons charged in the column of the South?"

J.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master."

W.M.: *** (All rise) "Brethren, kindly be upstanding for the Toast to the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of New York, which will be proposed by our J.W., _________." 

J.W.: “Worshipful Master and Brethren, I give you THE MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF NEW YORK, THE MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER, _______________, TOGETHER WITH ALL OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE GRAND LODGE.!”

“To its long and honored past, its steady adherence to our principles, its unfailing answer to the call of distress, and its encouragement to those who seek Further Light in Masonry. To this third obligatory health, we gladly add our Fraternal wishes for its prosperity that it may direct with Wisdom, decide with Justice, and plan with Vision worthy of the Fraternity it serves, and of the Brethren who constitute its Masonic people. Be pleased to join me in delivering this most Masonic and Fraternal Toast and Fire.! 

Brethren, The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of  New York and the Grand Master!”

ALL: "The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of New York and the Grand Master!"

J.W.: "Brethren, the GOOD FIRE, taking your time from me."

All present follow the cadence set by the J.W.. He will recite, at a smart pace, marking time with the triangular motions described in the earlier instructions.

ALL (In Unison):

“Vivat, Vivat, Vivat

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat,

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat”

J.W.: "Ready"

On the command "Ready", ALL bring the wine to the lips, ready to drink.

J.W.: "Derry-Doon"

On the command "Derry-Doon", drink your wine, then raise your glass comfortably at arm's length and at eye level.

J.W.: "Fire"

On command "Fire" by the J.W., all, in unison, strike your Cannons sharply on the Table.

J.W.: "Together Brethren, the battery of Three Times Three." 

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

SONG FOR THE THIRD TOAST

(The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of New York)

MASONIC DOXOLOGY

“Be Thou O God exhalted high,

And as Thy Glory fills the sky,

So let it be on earth displayed,

Till Thou art here as there obeyed.”

W.M.: * (Seats Lodge)

Entree is served and "Masticated"

IV. THE FOURTH TOAST

(HOST) LODGE NO. ___, F. & A.M.

W.M.:  (Rises) ** (Wardens rise)

S.W.: (Rising) **
J.W.:  (Rising) **
W.M.: "Brother Senior Warden, are all cannons charged in the column of the West?" 

S.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master." 

W.M.: "Brother Junior Warden, are all the cannons charged in the column of the South?" 

J.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master." 

W.M.: *** (All rise) "Brethren, kindly be upstanding for the toast to our beloved (HOST) LODGE NO. ___ and all Lodges here represented of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York, which will be proposed by our V.M., _______________."

V.M.: "Worshipful Master and Brethren, I beg permission to propose a Toast to this forth obligatory health; to your beloved Lodge, (HOST) LODGE NUMBER ___ and all Lodges here represented. To our precious Lodges, so close to the hearts of its members, and to the brotherhood that has existed throughout the years. It's Brothers display an interest and loyalty unshaken by adversity, and unspoiled by prosperity. So may we all, each one of us, ever reflect it's integrity and it's stability in our daily lives.

Brethren, OLD (HOST) LODGE NUMBER ______ and all Lodges here represented " 

ALL: "OLD (HOST) LODGE NUMBER _____ and all Lodges here represented " 

V.M.: "Brethren, the GOOD FIRE, taking your time from me."

All present follow the cadence set by the V.M.. He will recite, at a smart pace, marking time with the triangular motions described in the earlier instructions. 

ALL (In Unison):

“Vivat, Vivat, Vivat

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat,

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat”

V.M.: "Ready"

On the command "Ready", ALL bring the wine to the lips, ready to drink.

V.M.: "Derry-Doon"

On the command "Derry-Doon", drink your wine, then raise your glass comfortably at arm's length and at eye level. 

V.M.: "Fire"

On command "Fire" by the V.M., all, in unison, strike your Cannons sharply on the Table.

V.M.: "Together Brethren, the battery of Three Times Three." 

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

SONG FOR THE FOURTH TOAST

((HOST) Lodge No. ___)

AMERICA

“My country, ‘tis of Thee,

Sweet Land of Liberty

Of thee I sing;

Land where my fathers died,

Land of the pilgrims’ pride,

From every mountain side

Let Freedom ring.”

W.M.:  * (Seats Lodge) 

The Master will call upon the most senior member present for a response. 

Dessert is served and "Masticated"

V. THE FIFTH TOAST

THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER

W.M.:  (Rises) ** (Wardens rise)

S.W.: (Rising) **
J.W.:  (Rising) **
W.M.: "Brother Senior Warden, are all cannons charged in the column of the West?"

S.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master."

W.M.: "Brother Junior Warden, are all the cannons charged in the column of the South?"

J.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master."

(This is the only one of the 7 Toasts, which the Master DOES NOT announce. The MASTER OF CEREMONIES presides over this Toast.)

MASTER OF CEREMONIES: *** (All rise) (The Master takes his seat) 

"Brethren, kindly be upstanding for the Toast to the Worshipful Master, which I have the honor to propose."

"Worshipful Master and Brethren, the fifth obligatory health which I have the honor to propose is that of the WORSHIPFUL MASTER, who directs the labors of this Lodge, and of all who are near and dear to him. Be pleased to join us in delivering this Toast and the best possible fire in homage to this Worshipful Brother who serves us all. 

Brethren, THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER"

ALL: "THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER"

MASTER OF CEREMONIES: "Brethren, the GOOD FIRE, taking your time from me." 

All present follow the cadence set by the MASTER OF CEREMONIES. He will recite, at a smart pace, marking time with the triangular motions described in the earlier instructions.

ALL (In Unison):

“Vivat, Vivat, Vivat

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat,

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat”

MASTER OF CEREMONIES: "Ready"

On the command "Ready", ALL bring the wine to the lips, ready to drink.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES: "Derry-Doon"

On the command "Derry-Doon", drink your wine, then raise your glass comfortably at arm's length and at eye level.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES: "Fire"

On command "Fire" by the MASTER OF CEREMONIES, all, in unison, strike your Cannons sharply on the Table.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES: "Together Brethren, the battery of Three Times Three." 

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

SONG FOR THE FIFTH TOAST

(Worshipful Master)

FOR HE‘S A JOLLY GOOD FELLOW

    For he's a jolly good fellow

    For he's a jolly good fellow

    For he's a jolly good fellow

Which nobody can deny

Which nobody can deny

Which nobody can deny.

    For he's a jolly good fellow

    For he's a jolly good fellow

    For he's a jolly good fellow

Which nobody can deny.

S.W.: * (Seats Lodge)

Response by the Worshipful Master and Introduction of the Speaker for the evening:
VI. THE SIXTH TOAST

THE VISITING BRETHREN

W.M.:  (Rises) ** (Wardens rise)

S.W.: (Rising) **
J.W.:  (Rising) **
W.M.: "Brother Senior Warden, are all cannons charged in the column of the West?"

S.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master."

W.M.: "Brother Junior Warden, are all the cannons charged in the column of the South?"

J.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master."

W.M.: *** (Only Host Lodge Brethren Rise) (All visitors remain seated)

"Brethren of (HOST) LODGE ONLY, kindly be upstanding for the Toast to our Masonic visitors, which will be proposed by our S.D., _______________." 

S.D.: "Worshipful Master and Brethren, I give you our Masonic visitors.

"This 6th obligatory Toast is to those visiting Brethren who honor us with their presence this evening. May this occasion persuade them to share our hospitality whenever their circumstances permit. To this Toast, we earnestly add the health of all Lodges affiliated or corresponding with ours. We hereby proclaim: UNION CONTENTMENT WISDOM. Be pleased to join me in delivering the best possible Fire for this Toast. 

Brethren of (HOST) Lodge, Our visiting Brethren"

HOST LODGE MEMBERS ONLY; "Our visiting Brethren"

S.D.; "Brethren, the GOOD FIRE taking your time from me."

All STANDING follow the cadence set by the S.D.. He will recite, at a smart pace, marking time with the triangular motions described in the earlier instructions.

ALL (In Unison):

“Vivat, Vivat, Vivat

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat,

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat”

S.D.: "Ready"

On the command "Ready", ALL bring the wine to the lips, ready to drink.

S.D.: "Derry-Doon"

On the command "Derry-Doon", drink your wine, then raise your glass comfortably at arm's length and at eye level.

S.D.: "Fire"

On command "Fire" by the S.D., all, in unison, strike your Cannons sharply on the Table.

S.D.: "Together Brethren, the battery of Three Times Three." 

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

SONG FOR THE SIXTH TOAST

(The Visiting Brethren)

IT'S A LONG, LONG WAY TO TIPPERARY

 "It's a long way to Tipperary.

 It's a long way to go.

 It's a long way to Tipperary,

 To the sweetest girl I Know!

 Goodbye, Piccadilly,

 Farewell, Leicester Square

 It's a long, long way to Tipperary,

 But my heart's right there!"

W.M.: * (Seats Host Lodge Brethren)

RESPONSE can be requested by the W.M. from a visiting sitting Master who may be present:
It is also appropriate to give the other Masters present an opportunity to speak at this time.

VII. THE SEVENTH TOAST

THE TYLER'S TOAST

Note: This Toast is traditionally the last, and no business or responses are permitted after its conclusion.

W.M.:  (Rises) ** (Wardens rise)

S.W.: (Rising) **
J.W.:  (Rising) **
W.M.: "Brother Senior Warden, are all cannons charged in the column of the West?"

S.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master."

W.M.: "Brother Junior Warden, are all the cannons charged in the column of the South?"

J.W.: "They are, Worshipful Master."

W.M.: *** (All rise) "Brethren, kindly be upstanding for the final Toast of the evening, which, in accordance with time immemorial Masonic tradition, will be given by our faithful Tyler, _________.”

TYLER: "Worshipful Master and Brethren, I give you OUR ABSENT BRETHREN"

(All raise their Firing Glass)

"To all poor and distressed Masons, wheresoever dispersed over the face of the earth or water, a speedy relief to their suffering, and a safe return to their native land if they so desire. Let us with reverence invoke for all the favor of the Great Architect of the Universe that it may please Him to succor the unfortunate, and bring them into safe and good harbors.

Brethren, be pleased to unite with me in delivering the most sincere of Toasts and most efficient of Fires to this last obligatory health. Brethren OUR ABSENT BRETHREN"

ALL: "OUR ABSENT BRETHREN"

TYLER: "Brethren, the GOOD FIRE taking your time from me." 

All present follow the cadence set by the Tyler. He will recite, at a smart pace, marking time with the triangular motions described in the earlier instructions.

ALL (In Unison):

“Vivat, Vivat, Vivat

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat,

Vivat, Vivat, Vivat”

TYLER: "Ready"

On the command "Ready", ALL bring the wine to the lips, ready to drink.

TYLER: "Derry-Doon"

On the command "Derry-Doon", drink your wine, then raise your glass comfortably at arm's length and at eye level.

TYLER: "Fire"

On command "Fire" by the Tyler, all, in unison, strike your Cannons sharply on the Table.

TYLER: "Together Brethren, the battery of Three Times Three." 

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

Clap! Clap! Clap!

SONG FOR THE SEVENTH TOAST 

(Our Absent Brethren)

AULD LANG SYNE

   "Should auld acquaintance be forgot

   And never brought to mind

   Should auld acquaintance be forgot

   And days of Auld Lang Syne

   For Auld Lang Syne, my dear

   For Auld Lang Syne

   We'll take a cup of kindness yet

   For Auld Lang Syne"

(All cross arms and join hands, Right Hand to the Brother on your Left, Left Hand to the Brother on your Right.)

   "And here's a hand, my trusty friend

   And here's my hand in thine

   We'll take a cup of kindness yet

   For Auld Lang Syne

   For Auld Lang Syne, my dear

   For Auld Lang Syne

   We'll take a cup of kindness yet

   For Auld Lang Syne"  

  (Brother Robert Burns)

W.M.: * (Seats Lodge)

CLOSING THE LODGE

The Master's Charge at Closing

W.M.: (Rises)

"Brethren, you are now to quit this sacred retreat of friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world. Amidst its concerns and employments, forget not the duties you have heard so frequently inculcated and forcibly recommended in this Lodge. Be diligent, prudent, temperate, discreet. 

Remember that around our altar you have promised to befriend and relieve every Worthy Brother who shall need your assistance. Remember that you have promised to remind him, in the most tender manner, of his failings, and aid his reformation. These generous principles are to extend further. Every human being has a claim upon your kind offices, Do good unto all. Recommend it more especially to the household of the faithful. Finally, Brethren, be ye all of one mind, live in peace, and may the God of love and peace delight to dwell with and bless you."

W.M.: ** (Wardens rise)

S.W.: (Rising) **
J.W.: (Rising) **
W.M.: "Brothers Senior and Junior Wardens, are all the Brethren in order?"

S.W.: "They are, W.M."

J.W.: "They are, W.M."

W.M.: "What is the hour?"

S.W.: "Midnight."

W.M.: “The time has come for us to cease our labors. What is the last as well as the first great care of a Mason?”

S.W.: “To see that we are duly tiled.”

W.M.: “Brothers Senior and Junior Wardens, assure yourselves that our works are duly tiled.”

J.W.: “Brother Senior Warden, I answer for my Column.”

S.W.: “Worshipful Master, the Junior Warden and myself are satisfied that we are duly tiled.”

W.M.: *** (Raises Lodge) “Brothers Junior and Senior Wardens”

S.W./J.W.: “Worshipful Master”

W.M.: "In consideration of hour and age, inform all our Brethren on the columns of the West and South, that we are about to close this Lodge, ending our work in the usual manner.

Our Chaplain will give the Benediction"

S.W.: "Brethren on the column of the West, I inform you on behalf of the W.M., that we are about to close this Lodge, ending our work in the usual manner."

J.W.: "Brethren on the column of the South, I inform you on behalf of the W.M., that we are about to close this Lodge, ending our work in the usual manner."

W.M.: "Brother Chaplain, you will lead us in prayer."

CHAPLAIN: “ALMIGHTY GOD in whom we live and move and have our being, and 

through whom are all things builded if they are to endure, we lay before Thee the aspirations of our hearts and the work of our hands, asking that they may be found worthy in Thy sight.

As we have collaborated here in Thy presence and under Thy guidance, may we, as we go our separate ways, carry with us the inspiration of this hour. May each in his respective walk of life give practical expression and helpful furtherance to the ideals that here prevail.

Forgive us our transgressions and abide with us in all the vicissitudes of life.

Make happy our homes and loved ones, prosper our Fraternity, our community and Nation, and lead us all to Thy glory in service to Thee, our Country our Fraternity and our fellow men. AMEN”

ALL: “So Mote it Be.”

J.W.: "My brothers, our labors are closed."

S.W.: "My brothers, our labors are closed."

W.M.: "My brothers, our labors are closed."

All remain Standing!

SONG FOR CLOSING THE LODGE

GOD BLESS AMERICA

W.M.:
(While the storm clouds gather far across the sea, 

Let us swear allegiance to a land that’s free, 

Let us all be grateful for a land so fair,

As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer)

ALL SING:
“God bless America, land that I love

Stand beside her and guide her

Through the night with the light from above

From the mountains, To the prairies,

To the ocean white with foam

God bless America, My home sweet home

God bless America, My home sweet home”

W.M.: * (Seats Lodge) 

THUS ENDS THE FESTIVE BOARD OF (HOST) MASONIC LODGE NO. ___, 

F. & A.M.

Please remain seated.

Brandy, Coffee and Chocolates will be served

(The Master and Wardens will greet the Brethren and make some presentations.)

Suggested for "Wine Taking" (Not necessarily all)


Grand Lodge Officers 
Visiting Masters 
Past Masters of (HOST) Lodge 
Officers of (HOST) Lodge 
Members of (HOST) Lodge 
Visiting Past Masters 
Scottish Rite Masons 
Knights Commander of the Court of Honor (K.C.C.H.) 
33 Scottish Rite Masons 
York Rite Masons 
Knights of the York Cross of Honor (K.Y.C.H.) 
Nobles of the Ancient Arabic Order of the Mystic Shrine 
Veiled Prophets of the Enchanted Realm (Grotto) 
Knights of the Royal Order of Scotland 
50 Year Masons 
Senior DeMolay 
Leaders of Masonic Youth Groups 
Presiding Officers of Concordant and Masonic Related Bodies 
Members of the National Sojourners 
Visitor from out of state 
Military Veterans 
Present and former Elected Public Officials 
Any other individual or group that the Master may choose 
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